Dee Scallan, author of the Moby Pincher Series will provide a series of writing workshops in the elementary and middle schools.  This “We Want To Be Authors” Project aligns with the Comprehensive Curriculum and requires parental involvement, has a cross-generational component with pre and post testing for quality assessment.  The objective of this Project is to enhance creativity through the art of writing, create parental involvement and engender civic minded students.  The end product will be a printed bound book authored and illustrated by the students.  The writing residency will require a full week, once a day, for 4 hours.  The students will be instructed to write and illustrate a book that will be printed and bound and placed in the school library for all the students of the school.  Additional books may be purchased at a low cost by parents and teachers.  This project will require parental involvement, as the parents are informed by material sent home in the student’s folder and are asked to support, assist, and interact with their child during this project.  Additionally, to enhance civic mindedness a cross-generational component, the books will also be shared with local nursing homes and senior centers in the community, with the authors doing a reading series.  The writing process will have a great impact on students, teachers, and the community. The impact on students and teachers will be enormous as it will teach across the Comprehensive Curriculum targeting Information Literacy Skills (9 technology included), GLE's and Benchmarks in English, writing, computer skills and technology, art, and the Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum Activity #1 (including LEAP material).  The students will begin the writing process with a pre-assessment test and a pre-writing paper based on four-square writing. There will be a discussion on fiction and non-fiction literature, the four purposes for writing, what materials they will use for research. They will be taken through the writing process--brainstorming, pre-writing/drafting, use of adjectives, compound sentences, similes, words in a series, exaggeration, punctuation, etc. They will engage the book publishing aspects as they will need to proofread/edit/revise, conference, illustrate, format, and print with the final result a printer's copy to be approved by students.  Upon author approval, the book will be printed and bound. The children will end the class by participating in a post assessment exam. This will provide art-in-education at its most creative and fun level and learning in its most effective method plus teaching across the curriculum. The cost of this workshop is $2000.00 and this includes a hardback book for the library plus up to 25 softbound books.  For extra softbound books, the cost is $4.50 per book.
